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St. John School News
A Message from the Principal:
As we transition from Christmas into the New
Year, I want to take the time to thank all
the students and teachers for the wonderful
gift of music during the Christmas season.
Each and every program was magnificent and
the Christmas message shared was done in a
special way. Mrs. Lorna Smith thank you for
accompanying the children! Job well done
everyone!
As we begin our New Year, it is a time for
reflection and of course making our New
Year’s resolutions – a new beginning, a
chance to improve ourselves physically,
mentally, and spiritually, an opportunity to
make things better. It is so much easier to
make our resolutions than to keep them
throughout the year. I think we all start
with the best of intentions, but as the year
progresses, we find that we have fallen short
of fulfilling our goals.
Sometimes in

frustration or disappointment, we mentally
cross off a particular resolution that has
gone by the wayside and vow to try again to
be more successful or maybe better luck
next year.
During the school year in chapel and in daily
devotions, our students learn that each and
every day is a new beginning. Just as we
think of the New Year as a clean slate, each
day, God gives us a fresh start to become
who he would have us be. He knows that we
are a work in progress, and He continues to
care and love us in spite of our failures and
mistakes. He doesn’t give up on us. So this
year instead of our pages of New Year’s
resolutions, each morning when you awake,
remember Matthew 22 and live by faith in
Christ! Fully rejoice in Christ this year!
Mrs. Kosmerchock

Classroom News
Preschool Happenings
Mrs. Debbie Wagner - PreK
Happy New Year to all! As we finish up our
“Awesome Animals” unit by mid-January, we will
begin one of my favorite units in our new Big Day
for PreK curriculum - “Imagine It, Make It.” For
centuries, people have told stories and expressed
themselves through art, dance, dramatic play, and
music. The arts start with imagination and we all
know that preschoolers have active ones. So the
Big Idea for this theme “I can imagine all kinds of
things,” inspires children to create. And while
children explore creativity through the arts, they
also develop knowledge, vocabulary, and
multicultural awareness. The arts are an excellent
means of communication as well as creation.
Families will enjoy the efforts of their budding
actors, artists, dancers and music makers. For

Jesus time, we will begin January with the Wise
Men and Jesus In the Temple. We will then follow
up with bible stories about the early ministry of
Jesus and his chosen disciples.

Mrs. Cavin – 3 Year Old
Welcome to 2020! We are so excited to come back
to school and learn about our Lord and Savior,
Jesus Christ! We learned that God sent an angel
to tell Mary that she had been chosen to bring
Jesus into our world. We also learned about where
Jesus was born, and who came to the stable to visit
him. Now, we will be learning about the travels of
the Wise Men, and about how Jesus grew up to
spread the Good News of God to all people. We
had a lot of fun with our vet clinic, and learning
about all kinds of animals. Now we will be building
in our Construction Zone! We will continue to learn
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new letters each week with our Alphafriends. We
will enjoy all that December has to offer.

Kindergarten Happenings - Mrs. Stottlemyer
Winter is always a magical time in
kindergarten. There is always “snow” much to
learn! I am so proud of the readers and writers my
students are becoming. They are reading more
and more difficult books as well as writing their own
sentences in their journals. In Jesus Time we are
learning about the life of Jesus on Earth. Learning
about Jesus as a kid is always a favorite story.
One other favorite January activity that is coming
up is Snowman Math!

First Grade News - Mrs. Jan McGhee
Happy New Year from all of us in first grade. The
class will enjoy winter science and craft activities.
Our computer skills are progressing. Students are
taking pride in doing more on their own. The
children love reading their books in a bag. Maybe
it’s getting into the prize box for every 10 books
they read.

Second Grade News - Mrs. Cheryl Yoder
The winter season is in full swing and our
classroom has been very busy. The students
always love the December stories about the birth of
Jesus and all the celebrations that come with the
lessons. Returning from our break and family
activities, we will move on to learning about the
early life of Jesus. In science, we will be learning
about simple machines and creating some
machines in the classroom by the end of the month.
We have also been focusing a lot of our writing on
different books and learning how to write complete
summaries with details. They are becoming
excellent writers!

Third Grade - Mrs. Tiffany Scheurich
It’s hard to believe we are already into the year
2020! The third graders have been really busy so
far this school year! We have started learning
multiplication! The students already know their 2’s
and 3’s facts! We will be moving onto 4’s soon! We
have started a 3rd unit in science. We are learning
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about natural resources! In social studies, we have
started a project about cultures around the world in
class. We already had presentations about
Germany from Hannah, China from Mrs. Eis, and
Venezuela from Mrs. Haynar. Students are
working on their own presentations about countries
they chose! In reading, we are working on main
idea and details. We have been writing poetry and
will be working on informational writing soon!
Finally, in religion we have been talking about how
Jesus came to Earth to be our substitute!

Fourth Grade - Miss Carli Rossow
We’ve had several epiphanies in fourth
grade. Multiplication is well underway and division
is looming on the horizon. We finished the year
helping Encyclopedia Brown solve a few mysteries,
but now we’re hanging out with two boys off on
their own adventures. As a class we’re reading the
modern day tall tale: Maniac Magee, but our
teacher is also reading Dragon Rider to us. Will
Maniac ever find a home? Will the Firedrake find
the Rim of Heaven? What will happen to Ben, the
dragon rider? Will he stay with Firedrake? So
many questions! We’ve met Samson and Gideon,
Joshua and Moses, Hannah and Saul, David and
Goliath, now do we know God’s faithfulness to his
people? Hmm… Ask us and we’ll tell you what we
know. Ohio is no longer a Territory; it’s a state!
Times are a-changin. People are a-comin. Which
sides of the Civil War will the people of Ohio side
with?

Sixth Grade – Ms. Santo
Science/Math - 5th graders will be learning about
decimals (adding/subtracting). 6th graders will be
moving into integers. 7th graders will be starting
algebraic concepts. 4-8th grades are moving into
biological sciences. 4th and 5th graders have been
working on and will finish a project researching an
animal after Christmas Break. 6th graders will be
bringing in their cell projects. Both 5th and 7th
graders will begin learning about ecosystems and
what affects them. Have a Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year! Many blessings to you!
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Fifth Grade – Miss Mews
5th/6th/7th Reading – Were you able to stay warm
during Christmas Break? The 5th and 6th grade
students are just dipping their toes into
diagramming sentences. This means they need to
identify the parts of speech and show how the
words connect to each other. All 5th, 6th and 7th
grade students are traversing through the blustery
new unit as the new year begins. In P.E., students
are definitely staying warm with the soccer unit in
full swing. Thankfully, this is the perfect weather to
bundle up and read a book. Students are doing just
that as they aim to reach their AR goal for a class
pizza party.
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Preregistration is required! The cost is $20.00
per entry. Registration form is attached or
online at stjohntigers.com on the home page.
I can’t wait to be WOWed! Mrs. Kosmerchock

6th Annual Fund Event
March7, 2020! So mark your calendar
and be prepared to have some fun!
The event will be at the Defiance VFW
with many exciting activities you won’t
want to miss!

Seventh & Eighth Grade – Mrs. Phillips

Dinner will be prepared this year by Bill

Welcome to the New Year! In math,
geometry is making its appearance to us. The
Pythagorean Theorem won’t scare us. In 7th/8th
social studies, we’re on the road to the
Revolutionary War. Hamilton will be present, and
we’re writing a break-up letter between King
George and the 13 colonies. We’ll see how this
turns out for both sides. In 5th/6th social studies,
we’re on the road to a new age and discovery of
the New World! In ELA, we finally understand how
to diagram a sentence with almost every part of a
sentence. It’s not only exciting for the students, but
a big relief for Mrs. Phillips!

Phlipot and his Moose friends! So get
ready to have a delicious meal!

5th Annual Cupcake
Wars Planned
February 22, 2020

Do you like to bake? Are you
creative? Like a challenge?
Get ready to participate in St. John Lutheran
School’s 5th Annual Cupcake Wars! Everyone
is welcome! So gather your friends, your
family members, your neighbors and start
planning your winning cupcake!

The school is in need of the following:
1. Sponsors
2. Donations
3. Participants
Tickets are $25 each or reserve a table
for $200, which seats 8 people! You
won’t be disappointed! Together we can
reach our goal of $40,000 this year!

Spelling Bee 2020 Results
Champion Alexa
Rittner (8)
Runner-up Levi
Goff (7)
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