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St. John School News
A Christmas Message from the Principal:
I would like to wish each of you a safe,
happy, holy Christmas and holiday season. At
this time I want to acknowledge the
contribution of our members to St John
Lutheran School in 2019. Walt Disney once
said ‘You can dream, create, design and
build the most wonderful ideas in the
world, but it requires people to make
the dream a reality’. Without your
continued support St. John would not exist!
This is certainly the case as a principal. The
reality is that the learning experiences and
projects that have taken place during 2019
could not have happened without a great
deal of commitment and support from the
staff, parents and students. I am privileged
to be a part of a school with highly capable
and committed teachers and support staff.
One of the critical factors of any
successful school is the staff. There has
never been a time when being a teacher has

been more demanding or challenging. To our
teachers and support staff, thank you for
your
energy,
passion
and
enthusiasm
throughout the year. Whether your passion
is visible be at our annual fund event, “An
Evening with Friends,” the Walk-a-thon, or
National Lutheran School’s week, the support
was always evident. Our accreditation
process would not be happening now without
your dedication either! All of the experiences
of this year have contributed in some way to
ensure that we offer our students the best
education.
To all staff, students and families I
look
forward
to
strengthening
our
relationship and embarking on an exciting
journey in 2020. There will be many exciting
experiences planned! I believe together we
will create a unique place for students to
learn in a Christian environment. Have a
wonderful Christmas and Happy New Year!
Mrs. Kosmerchock

Classroom News
Preschool Happenings
Mrs. Debbie Wagner - PreK
Wow... November already! As we finish up our” My
Community” unit, we will begin an in-depth study of
“Awesome Animals” in December. Learning about
animals and caring for them are ways that we get
more information about the natural world
and ourselves. When studying animals, we gain
knowledge of the environment and
better understand our place in it. We will take
advantage of our intrinsic interest in animals to
teach important content and concepts such as
animal habitats and their life cycles. For Jesus
time, we will learn about the days leading up to the
birth of our Savior - the Annunciation,

the government census, and then the birth of
Jesus. How wonderful it was that the shepherds
and the wise men came to worship him - just as we
worship him. We will be diligently practicing for our
Preschool Christmas program on Sunday,
December 15th - “Someone Has
A Birthday!” We would like to extend an invitation
to all of our members and acquaintances to attend
this special event at 2pm in the church sanctuary.

Mrs. Cavin – 3 Year Old
We have been having a wonderful
year! We have enjoyed learning about the seasons
of the year, with our unit, Seasons All Around. We
have gathered leaves, compared, weighed, and
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measured nuts, and talked about changing weather
patterns. We have also learned all about different
types of apples. We tasted Granny Smith, Red
Delicious, and Ambrosia apples and made a chart
of which apples we liked best. We also cut apples
up to see the seeds and star inside. We made
apple print paintings with our cut up apples. We
have enjoyed learning all about autumn and the
other seasons. We are looking forward to learning
about animals in our next unit, Animals
Everywhere.
For Jesus Time, we have been working our
way through the Old Testament. We spent quite
awhile on Moses, and the 10 Commandments, the
Battle of Jericho, Daniel, and Jonah. We are
looking forward to beginning the New Testament
after Thanksgiving break. We have already started
singing some Christmas songs to prepare for our
Christmas Program. We really enjoyed creating
our Paw Patrol Christmas tree for the
Congregational Christmas Party! It is always nice to
find ways to give back to our church and our
community.
We are excited about our upcoming
Thankful Harvest pot-luck/turkey party!

Kindergarten Happenings - Mrs. Stottlemyer
November is always such a great month in
kindergarten. It is wonderful to hear about all the
things my students are thankful for, but it’s also fun
to learn about turkeys! It’s also amazing to hear
them read and write on their own. Their faces light
up when they realize how much they have learned
and what they can do now. In December we’ve
been working hard at learning our part for the
Christmas program. I am always impressed at the
fact that these young children know the true
meaning of Christmas. While they are still excited
about getting new toys they understand that Jesus
was the greatest gift ever given.

First Grade News - Mrs. Jan McGhee
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America. Our 2nd and 4th grade Boy Scouts also
recited their Motto, Oath, and Law. I do believe the
residents as well as staff were impressed. We all
sang songs- Christian, Patriotic, Fun ones, and
even a few Christmas Carols. The students also
colored pictures for the resident in attendance.
Special gifts were passed out to each veteran. I
was very proud of the children and feel they
represented St. John Lutheran in a very positive
manner.
December will be exciting as always. Preparing for
the Christmas Program is a highlight and singing
Christmas Carols at Nursing Homes is also a joy.
The class decorated a Christmas tree for the
auction at the Congregational Christmas Dinner.
We chose an angel theme and made clothespin
angels for decorations. Each one has its own cute
hand decorated face.
We wish the members of St. John Lutheran Church
many blessings this Christmas and for the year to
come. Thank you for all you do to make this school
possible. We love being able to talk about the
REAL meaning of Christmas.

Second Grade News - Mrs. Cheryl Yoder
November was a busy month full of field trips and
fun! The second graders went to Promedica
Hospital for a tour of several departments. They
learned about physical therapy, radiology,
emergency rooms, and the nursery. Later in the
month, they enjoyed leading chapel with a skit
based on a Dr. Seuss book where they talked
about the importance of friendship and how God
shows love to all His children. Then the kids spent
a great morning sharing in making an art project
with their visitors in the classroom. We are looking
forward to an awesome December and are ready to
learn more about the birth of Jesus and celebrating
all the gifts of Christianity.

November flew by in a wink. Kindergarten - Fourth
Grade students visited Kingsbury Nursing Home for
a Veterans Day Program. The children sang for a
good 40 minutes. We brought flags along so the
Boy Scouts in uniform could lead us all in the
Pledges, National Anthem, and God Bless
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Third Grade - Mrs. Tiffany Scheurich

Sixth Grade – Ms. Santo

This has been a very busy time in our classroom!
We have been hard at work learning lots of new
things! In math, we have started to learn how to
multiply and divide! In reading, we have been
working on main idea and details as well as
sequencing events in a story. We wrote a personal
narrative for writing and finished our cursive
alphabet. We are now writing exclusively in cursive
in our classroom! We learned about healthy food
choices with My Plate and the Defiance Health
Department! We also met a children’s author Kelly
DiPucchio! It was a lot of fun! In science, we are
studying the engineering process and even
designed our own tree houses just like Pete Nelson
on TreeHouse Masters! Finally, in social studies,
we have been studying how our country works and
created presentations about our government. We
are now studying our heritage and culture and soon
will be learning about cultures around the world!!

Science/Math - Merry Christmas! 7th and 8th
graders will learn about what causes weather and
climate: Earth’s hydrosphere and atmosphere. 5th
graders will be exploring the solar system. 6th
graders will be learning about life on a microscopic
level. 5-7th graders are working on number sense
and operations. 5th graders are traveling the long
road of division, and 6th and 7th graders are
rationalizing rational numbers. Have a blessed
holiday and a restful break!

Fourth Grade - Miss Carli Rossow
We’ve finished up our Poetry Unit here in fourth
grade. We’ve read some poetry, used our
Chromebooks to help create our Poetry Boxes
complete with a Poet’s biography, and submitted
one of the poems we wrote to be published. Wish
us luck. -Thanks! We’re still working on our
Multiplication. We’re doing pretty well with 7 x 8,
but 780 x 425 is a little harder. As we continue to
learn about Ohio, we’re learning out the first
Europeans to visit the territory and what it took to
survive back then. It won’t be long now. Ohio is
almost ready to be a state. We’ve been reading a
book about two brothers and their sister who meet
a professor. Together they succeed in reaching a
magical place where they finally get to meet the
Last of the Really Great Whangdoodles. We’ve
loved listening to our teacher read this book and
know you would enjoy reading it too. What book is
next on our list? What type of book will it be? Only
time will tell.
Wow, we’ve been working hard, but it’s also
important to take time to Remember the Reason for
the Season.We’re eagerly preparing for Christ’s
birth as we assembled two shoe boxes for
Operation Christmas Child, made some ornaments,
set up an advent wreath with our Classroom
Christmas tree and nativity, as well as participated
in daily Advent devotions and lessons.

Fifth Grade – Miss Mews
5th/6th Reading – Have you ever had to dig a hole
in the sweltering heat? Thank goodness we haven’t
either! Students in the 5th and 6th grade are just
wrapping up the book Holes by Louis Sachar. The
story follows the boy, Stanley, who tends to be in
the wrong place at the wrong time all of the time. In
class, we have been discussing the unfairness of
Stanley’s situation and topics that arise with the
story, including “Is it okay to lie?”, “Could you teach
someone to read?”, and “Could you dig a hole in
the sweltering heat, knowing that you are innocent?”
7th Literature class – They has been writing an
autobiographical narrative of a time that changed
their outlook on life. Life is full of crazy moments
that impact us and help us grow. When has a
situation really changed your own outlook?
5th-8th P.E. – In 5th-8th grade PE, students have
been learning all the rules and techniques to
soccer. The greatest challenge is maintaining
control over the ball at all times. Look out! You may
be seeing soccer balls flying into goals in no time!

Seventh & Eighth Grade – Mrs. Phillips
Where did November go? One minute we
were decorating our Christmas tree for charity, and
next thing we know, it’s almost Christmas! In
7th/8th social studies, the kids just learned about
how to make a sale by advertising a colony for
European settlers. I can see real estate in their
future! We’re learning about the colonies before the
Revolutionary War. In 5th/6th social studies, we’re
learning about different Native American tribes all
around the United States. For 8th math, we’re

655 Wayne Ave., Defiance, OH 43512
Church 419-782-5766 / School 419-782-1751
www.stjohndefiance.com/stjohntigers.com● email: sjl@defnet.com ● www.facebook.com/stjohnlutherandefiance

The Epistle, December, 2019
working on functions and slowly making our way
towards triangles and how to use the Pythagorean
theorem. For ELA we’ve been practicing how to
write five-paragraph essays by working on each
element (introduction, three bodies, conclusion) day
by day. In literature, we’re wrapping up The Finish
of Patsy Barnes.
We wish you a peaceful December. We
wish you an Angelic Christmas. We wish you a
snowy winter, and an apple dropping New Year.
May it not be too zooey for you and your
offspring. We’re on a roll celebrating Christmas,
which no movie can beat!
We had a lot of fun putting together our
classroom Christmas Trees for the Silent
Auction. Blessings to each of you and for all those
who benefit from the funds raised!
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6th Annual Fund Event

is planned for March7, 2020!
So mark your calendar and be
prepared to have some fun!
The event will be at the Defiance VFW
with many exciting activities you won’t
want to miss!
Dinner will be prepared this year by Bill
Phlipot and his Moose friends! So get
ready to have a delicious meal!
The school is in need of the following:

5 Annual Cupcake Wars
Planned
February 22, 2020
th

Do you like to bake? Are you creative? Like a
challenge? Get ready to participate in St.
John Lutheran School’s 5th Annual Cupcake
Wars! Everyone is welcome! So gather your
friends, your family members, your neighbors
and start planning your winning cupcake!
Preregistration is required! The cost is $20.00
per entry. Registration forms and information
will be available after the New Year!
I can’t wait to be WOWed! Mrs. Kosmerchock

1. Sponsors
2. Donations
3. Participants
Tickets are $25 each or reserve a table
for $200, which seats 8 people!

You won’t be disappointed!

Together we can
reach our goal of
$40,000 this year!
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