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St. John School News
Message from Mrs. Kosmerchock, Principal:
It’s Time to Say Goodbye for now…
What a year this has been! It doesn’t seem
possible that on May 24th we said goodbye for another
year. It amazes me how the students grow and learn.
Watching the kindergarten students enter the school
building shy and uncertain, not knowing schedules,
people, or rules. Then, leaving ready for first grade
with smiles and hugs for everyone!
My favorite time of the day is greeting all the
students and adults as they walk their child to their
classroom in the morning. The smiles, greetings, and
hugs make each day a better day!
This year our theme was “Real. Present. God.”
based on Psalm 46, “God is our refuge and strength, a
very present help in trouble.” The only real God, the
Triune God, is truly present in the person of Jesus.
The only real God is saved us from sins. The only real
God is present and powerful in the troubles of life.
This year the students were able to attend chapel that
focused on this theme. They were able to worship
knowing that the real God was present during chapel,
in the classrooms, and throughout their day at school
and at home. What a glorious thing for them to know
and accept!

As principal at St. John, I am honored and
humbled to know that I am able to share with each
child that God is REAL! He is PRESENT! HE is
always here for each of us. At St. John we teach
students academics, but most importantly we teach
them about Jesus! When our students leave our
school and enter high school they succeed – not just
in life, but also eternally! They know Jesus as their
Savior! They know and believe that He is real, and
that He will save them! He is present every day for
them to lean on when life get tough.
I pray each of you have a wonderful summer!
Thank you for supporting our school, so that each
child grows in the knowledge that God is REAL and
PRESENT and always here for them now and always!
Blessings,
Mrs. Kosmerchock, Principal

Classroom News
Mrs. Wagner’s 4-year-old class: As the school
year comes to an end, it holds many bittersweet
memories…. The children are ready to move
on to kindergarten, but they are our children and it
is very hard to let them go! We have wrapped up
our
Houghton Mifflin Ready For Kindergarten Unit, and
our Alphafriends books and portfolios (with all of
our writing samples) were sent home. Preschool
Graduation was held on Thursday, May 23rd with a
cookie & punch reception following the
ceremony. Thanks to all of our parents and church
members that help to support such an important
program of learning and ministry at St John!

stronger. We are so glad to have gotten to know each
other, and to know Jesus better.
As we finish the year, we continue to get better at
writing our names, recognizing letters and numbers,
and all of the other things we need to know for fouryear-old preschool. We will be planting seeds this week,
and watching our little sprouts grow into beautiful
flowers. The end of the year is always bittersweet.

Mrs. Cavin 3-year-old class: We have had such a fun
year! We have learned so much, and grown bigger and
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Kindergarten Happenings
Mrs. Stottlemyer
We had a very exciting year. We ended the year
with a fun downtown field trip to the fire station and
Just Be Original and everyone walked their best at
the walk-a-thon. It is always such a blessing to
think about how far the kindergarteners have come
since the beginning of the year. I am sad to see
them go, but I am excited for a new class and to
start it all over again!

First Grade News - Mrs. Jan McGhee
It’s been a delightful school year end I’m not really
ready to let the children go! The class has matured
in their academics and their faith. They have
learned their phonics via the Phonics Dance
program, Math, Science (including having a life size
skeleton in the classroom), Social Studies,
Religion, Reading and Grammar. The boys loved
playing “Stack the States” on the iPads during
break times. They are amazing at recognizing the
states by the shapes and being able to place them
on a map, even without boundaries or labels! The
girls have enjoyed playing “school office”. They’ve
taken turns role-playing Mrs. Kosmerchock and
Mrs. Adams calling “parents” about a sick or
misbehaving child. It’s hysterical to eavesdrop in to
the dialogues. I have been blessed through their
little personalities and the wonderful support of their
parents.
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Rutherford B. Hayes Home and Museum. The
students were very engaged and learned about
about one of our Ohio presidents! We have been
working hard on persuasive essays in writing class
and will be typing them up to finish off our year in
writing. Social studies have provided an
opportunity for a self-directed study of ancient
cultures, which the students presented, to the
class. In math we finished the year learning about
graphs and data tables. We have been hard at
work in reading with studying cause and effect. We
have learned so much and have made so many
great memories! I will miss you all over the
summer but look forward to seeing new smiling
faces next year!

Fourth Grade Classroom
Miss Carli Rossow
We had an exciting time on our field trip to
Providence Metro park where we took a ride on the
canal boat, visited Ludwig Mill (We’ll enjoy the corn
meal we helped grind next week.), and enjoyed
lunch beside the Maumee River next to Providence
Dam. It was a beautiful day with the sun shining
and a gentle breeze. Here the students are
pictured on the third floor of the mill.

Second Grade News
Mrs. Cheryl Yoder
This has been a wonderful school year filled with
many blessings. I have watched these students
grow and mature and it will be hard to let them go,
but they are ready for great things ahead. Every
day has been an adventure with this group and I
enjoyed getting to see their unique personalities
blossom throughout the year. I wish everyone a
safe and fun summer!

Third Grade Classroom
Mrs. Tiffany Scheurich
I can’t believe our journey has come to an end! It
has been such a great year with all of these
fantastic students!! I have been very blessed by
each and every one of them and their families this
year. We had a great time at our field trip to

As summer has arrived, we’re starting to miss
seeing our classmates each day! Who will we see
at VBS? We’ve kept busy this year and it’s been
exciting to see all the students continue to grow into
fine young Christian men and women.
Shouting out thanks to all the people who helped
make our school year so blessed! You know who
you are and we can’t thank you all enough. Have a
blessed summer and see you next year :-)

655 Wayne Ave., Defiance, OH 43512
Church 419-782-5766 / School 419-782-1751
www.stjohndefiance.com/stjohntigers.com● email: sjl@defnet.com ● www.facebook.com/stjohnlutherandefiance

The Epistle, June/July, 2019

3

Fifth and Sixth Grade Science – Ms. Santo
We’ve wrapped up this year in 5/6th with our
Poetry Unit. I was happy to see students vie to
read the classroom’s poetry collection after we
were done! Can’t believe the year went by so
fast! I hope all students and families have a
terrific summer! Join us at St. John’s VBS this
summer. I’m looking forward to seeing my sixth
grade students next year!

Seventh & Eighth Grade - Miss Pat Marshall
It has been truly a very wonderful and blessed
school year and has gone by so quickly! State
tests are behind us along with things like Night
of the Arts, research papers, Confirmation
(Congrats to Caleb Zachrich), homework and
preparations for graduation. Eighth grade
graduation will be held June 1 at the 6:30
evening worship service with a small reception
in the cafeteria to follow. Our valedictorian this
year is Caleb Zachrich and our guest speaker
will be Mr. Mike McGhee. Everyone is invited.
This year we went to the Ark Encounter in
Williamstown, KY and to Kings Island for our
class trip and had a great time! It is really
something to see! What a wonderful school we
have! Thank you for your support and may all
of us have a great summer wherever we go
and whatever we do!

Deb Maxey Walk-A-Thon
Thank you to everyone that participated in this
special event! We have raised $6,822.00 for
the Deborah S. Maxey Scholarship Fund!
What an amazing and overwhelming response
to this cause. The scholarship assisted 5
students last year and now this year with a
$500 scholarship for college. One St. John
family was blessed as well with tuition
assistance. I am thrilled that we were able to
help Deb’s family in continuing the growth of
this special scholarship fund.

June 1 – 8th Grade Graduation
June 3 – 6 – VBS 9:00 – 11:30 a.m.
July 4 & 5 – Tigers Den Closed
August 1 – Teachers Return
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