Kindergarten
Happenings
February is a great month to celebrate God’s
love! We also celebrate Groundhog’s Day, Valentine’s Day, and President’s
Day. Needless to say February is a very fun month to be a kindergartener. I am so
proud of the amazing writing that my students have been doing. It is hard to believe
that the only word most of them could write was their name back in August and now
many of them can write several sentences by themselves. I am also very proud of
their reading and love seeing how confidently they can read a book to themselves. I
cannot wait to see what amazing things they will be able to do in May!

Preschool Classrooms
Mrs. Wagner’s: As the cold days of winter set in and we hunker down in
our homes, we are learning about a variety of animal homes called habitats.
As we finish up our Animals Everywhere unit, we will continue to study
animals in our next unit: In The City, In The Country. We have designed and
set up a Veterinarian office in our classroom. Each student is adopting a pet
to care for and will be presenting his or her pet in our upcoming “Pet Show”
based on the book “PET SHOW” by Ezra Jack Keats. During Jesus Time, we
are learning about all of the ways that Jesus helps and heals people, and we
are in awe of the many miracles that Jesus performed! As February
continues, we will learn that Jesus is our good Friend as we hear about
Zacchaeus, Mary & Martha, The Ten Lepers, and Jesus Blesses the
Children.

Mrs. Cavin 3 year old Preschool:
We are having fun talking about snow. We have been reading about
animals that live in the snow, and fun things that we can do in the
snow. We are building snowmen to decorate the bulletin board, and
we enjoy snowball fights in the gym. We are also working really hard
on writing our names. At Jesus time, we are learning about Jesus’ life
and friends.
Mrs. Cavin Four-Year-Old Preschool

We have been learning about all kinds of animals. We are starting our
habitat projects, where each child will build a habitat for their puppet
animal, and care for it each day. We will be having a pet show with
their animals as well. We have been enjoying our veterinary clinic,
where children can dress as a veterinarian and do animal check-ups
or bring their pets into the clinic for an exam. We continue to work our
way through the alphabet, singing and dancing with each Alphafriend
along the way. In Jesus time, we are learning about the miracles of
Jesus, and about his disciples.
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My Cancer Journey…
I have had many opportunities to comfort friends and loved ones who
have been diagnosed with cancer. I have prayed for them and watched them
as they courageously fought or continue to fight the dreaded disease. I have
sat with them and held them as they continue on their journey, not knowing if
they would win the battle against the dreaded disease. As Christians, we
each wonder what life has in store for us. What is the plan that the Lord has
laid out for us?
As we know, cancer does not seem to pick and choose whose
body it’s going to invade. It happens to adults and children, Christians and
non-Christians alike. Last fall when I was diagnosed with breast cancer, I
must confess I did not feel dread or fear of the unknown. My friends and
family were saddened. They felt fear for me. For me, I felt reassurance that
God is on my side and that He is my rock as I face each step of the journey I
will and am facing. I truly don’t know why I have not shed tears or asked,
‘Why me?’ I feel acceptance and knowledge in that through this journey the
Lord will give me strength. Yes, cancer has changed Joe and my life, for
doctor appointments, chemo, surgery, and more treatment govern our days,
but at the end of the day life is good. We have each other, our friends, our
church friends and our family. Most importantly, we have the Lord.
Cancer cannot stop the Holy Spirit’s ministry in my life. The
Spirit is my helper, my comforter. The Holy Spirit is with me as I handle each
step of this cancer journey. Cancer cannot cripple my love. This is a
pleasant reminder that while I suffer with cancer the love in my heart is still
present. Cancer cannot cripple the love I have for the Lord or my family and
friends. Proverbs 17:17 remind me “a friend loves at all time.” This is true
even during my time with cancer. Cancer cannot destroy my peace. Yes,
a person might become discouraged and distraught at what the cancer is
doing on the inside, but I will not let cancer cannot destroy my inner peace
for that comes from the Lord. Jesus promised in John 14:27: “Peace I leave
with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you.
Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.” The peace of Jesus
Christ can be yours through all trials, whether you have cancer or not. It is
this peace that has allowed me to travel my own cancer journey. Cancer
cannot overcome my courage. Joshua 1:9 says: “Have not I commanded
thee? Be strong and of a good courage; be not afraid, neither be thou
dismayed: for the Lord thy God is with thee wherever thou goes.” There are
many fears that can overtake us as we face cancer. But remember that God
can help us to overcome our fears so that they do not debilitate our life. Yes,
it is human to experience fears but by God’s help we do not have to allow

these fears to control us, overtake our life, and ruin us from spiritual doubt.
The promise of God’s abiding presence will help each of you as it has me to
“be strong and of a good courage.” Cancer cannot invade my heart. This
is wonderful reassurance! The inward control center of my life can continually
be tuned in to God. What is happening on the inside of your heart is more
important than what cancer is doing on the inside of your body.
In the end, I know that Cancer cannot hinder God’s purpose for
my life. God never moves without purpose or plan. God is sovereign and
this means that He is ultimately in control of everything that happens to our
lives – even cancer. God’s unfailing purpose will come to pass in our life just
as He planned. Cancer does not overturn God’s purpose for our lives. What
we pass through in life is always according to the Lord’s blueprint and
pattern. And we can know that when we are in the middle of our struggles,
God keeps His hand on us, never allowing us to experience more than we
can bear.
Thank you for your prayers and thoughts as I travel my cancer
journey. May my words help each of you if cancer or a personal struggle is
happening in your life!
Blessings,
Mrs. Kosmerchock

enjoying learning their multiplication facts and tables! We have started
the 3rd unit in our reading curriculum! We are busy at work on our
projects for the annual event! The students have been really enjoying
creating their annual event item! We have also begun social studies
for third grade. I can’t wait to go on the adventure of discovering
communities with them! We have been working hard on writing and
editing paragraphs as well! We will be having a Friendship Party on
Thursday, February 15th!
•
•
•
•
•
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First Grade News
Have you seen water bottles hanging outside the first grade windows? We
measured the amount of water in various bottles to see what would happen
when the water freezes. The weather has certainly cooperated in providing a
cold space for our labs! Valentine’s Day is always a fun time with home made
boxes and treats galore. We are working on our class project for the big
auction on Feb. 24. See you there!

Second Grade News
The second graders have loved all the recent snow and we have been able
to use it to our advantage in science lessons. We learned about solids and
liquids before Christmas, but were able to put that knowledge to the test by
bringing a bucket of snow into the classroom. Groups of students got to test
the quickest way to melt the snow and they had an absolute blast! Now, we
are gearing up for Groundhog’s Day and will soon be making predictions
about upcoming weather. Most of the kids are hoping for 6 more weeks of
winter!

Third Grade Classroom
Welcome to February! We have been really busy! We have been
diving into multiplication and division head on! The students are really

2/7 EC Chapel 2:45 p.m.
2/8 BCDS Mtg 7 p.m.
2/9 Open Enrollment
2/14 Ash Wednesday
2/16 No School – Teacher Workday/TD
Open
2/19 No School/TD Open
2/23 Spring Pictures/3rd Qtr Interims
2/24 “An Evening with Friends”
2/27 Delay Start/Fac Mtg

Fourth Grade Language Arts with Mrs. Engel
We will begin Unit 4 in our Reading books in February. The theme for Unit 4
is Puzzles and Mysteries, is there an explanation for everything? The genre
for the stories in this unit will be realistic fiction, expository text and
biography. We have also added “Whooo’s Reading to our classroom! The
students were excited to read more books so they can take a Whooo’s
Reading test. In Language, we will be switching gears from verbs to different
kinds of pronouns including singular and plural pronouns.

Fifth and Sixth Grade
In January, the 5th and 6th grade have been busy! Basketball season is in
full swing, and most of the class is either a player or a cheerleader (or both!)
We had Grandparent visitor day on the 18th, and the kids had so much fun
with their Star Wars themed chapel service called "Our New Hope." National
Lutheran Schools Week is always a fun week. The students did a beautiful
job singing in church and enjoyed the activities throughout the week.

Seventh & Eighth Grade
What a contrast in the weather from this time of year now compared to last
year at this time - snow, two-hour delays, and cold - brr-r-r-r-r-r-r! The
political climate in our country also has given us fuel for some interesting
discussions and lessons on how our government works and how to weigh
what truth is. In spite of our differing opinions, our class gels well together
and is actually having fun learning. It is interesting to have students in class
from other denominations as we study the Word and the Catechism. Each
student contributes to our spiritual understanding and growth. As far as other
academics, one of ourgoals at this point in our studies is to reach Volume 2
of our Prealgebra course and we are almost there! Students are also very
excited to have Jen Boyd for art and love the projects she is doing with
them. In fact, I think they are very well satisfied with their class schedules
this year! That makes all of us happy!

Mrs. Perchikoff’s Classes
In 4th grade math, students will begin to switch from multiplication to division
and will be practicing their division facts nearly every morning. In 7th grade
math, students are in algebra: expressions, equations, and inequalities. In
4th grade science, students are learning about the scientific method. 5th
science will be learning about biomes. 6th science will be studying cells and
cellular structure. 7th science will be learning about living things and
ecosystems. 8th grade science will be learning about heredity and cellular
activity.

.

NEED A TICKET FOR THE ANNUAL EVENT?
Tickets are $25 each or
reserve a table of 8. This
includes the Italian meal
and entertainment by the
Tacketts. Tickets are
available in the school
office. It will be a fun time
for everyone!

St. John Lutheran School
4th Annual Dinner & Auction
St.

Saturday,
February 24, 2018

VFW, 201 Clinton St.
Deﬁance, Ohio 43512

Cocktail Hour - 5:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Dinner Served 6:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

Levi Goff (5) and Evan Becher (5) during their class chapel service

$25.00 a ticket (includes supper and entertainment)

Tickets are available at St. John Lutheran School or at the door,
or reserve a table for 8 friends for $200.00.

Mrs. K’s Lasagna
Spaghetti - Red or White Sauce
Garlic Bread & Salad
Cupcakes
Sponsored & Catered By

Slammin’ Sammies

Come Join Us...
An Evening
of Fun with Friends!
5:00 - 10:00 p.m.

• Live and Silent Auction
• Wine & Beer Tasting
• Koozie Game
• Cross Game

Live Entertainment
By The Tacketts and
the Powell Creek
Junction Band

• Purse Chance
• Head & Tails

Help us to continue to oﬀer the
BEST for our children!

St. John Lutheran School - 655 Wayne Ave., Deﬁance, OH - 419-782-1751
NET PROCEEDS BENEFIT ST. JOHN’S SCHOLARSHIP FUND,
MARKETING AND TECHNOLOGY

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN SCHOOL’S SPRING MUSICAL
The school will be holding a musical this spring. Mark you
calendars for April 20 & 21st. Mrs. Mary Rose Schiemann will be
directing the musical. More information will be forthcoming.

